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OFFICIAL PROCEEDINGS OF 


THE BOARD OF APPEALS 
OF THE CITY OF LANSING 





Proceedings, February 11, 1960 





February 11, 1960, 
City Hall, 
Lansing, Michigan. 


The meeting was called to order by the 
Chairman, C. Bruce Kelley, February 11, 
1960, at 7:30 P.M. 


ROLL CALL 


Present—Messrs. Boucher, Goldstein, Mrs. 
Houck, Kelley, Mutz, Petroff, Rasmusson— 


Absent--Mr. Obrecht—1, 


The minutes of the regular meeting of 
December 10, 1959, were approved. 


An appeal by the Quality Dairy Company 
to erect a new office building and retail 
store in connection with a non-conforming 
use on the premises, ordinance not per- 
mitting alterations or additions to non-con- 
forming uses at 1414 South Washington 
Avenue, was considered. Mr. Martin of 
the Quality Dairy Company was present 
and explained his plans. There were no 
objections. 


It was moved by Goldstein, supported by 
Petroff, that the appeal be granted under 
(7), Section 36-12, of the Lansing Zoning 
Ordinance, to permit expansion of a con- 
forming structure in connection with an 
established non-conforming use. 


Motion carried. 


An appeal by Donald Govan to erect a 
new house to 24’8” of rear lot line, ordin- 
ance requiring 30 foot rear yard at 2709 
Belaire Drive, was considered. The petit- 
ioner was not present . Mr. Russell Smith, 
2004 Edwin Street, viewed the plans but 
had no objections. 


It was moved by Mutz, supported by 
Rasmusson, that the appeal be granted 


under (6), Section 36-12, of the Lansing 
Zoning Ordinance, to relieve a practical 
difficulty due to inadequate size of lot. 


Motion carried. 


The tabled appeal by Palmer & Thomp- 
son to convert an open front porch into 
an enclosed porch, extending beyond est- 
ablished set-back line but no further than 
present open front porch, ordinance not 
permitting building beyond established set- 
back line at 708 N. Seymour Street, was 
again considered, and plans submitted were 
reviewed. 


It was moved by Mutz, supported by Ras- 
musson, that the appeal be not granted 
since the present building already en- 
ecroached, to a considerable extent, on the 
set-back. 


Motion carried. 


The tabled appeal by John Leighton & 
Vernon J. Andrews to use property for 
professional offices—move inside partitions 
and alter the front of building, ordinance 
not permitting professional offices in. ‘‘D- 
M” Multiple Dwelling District at 416 West 
Ionia Street, was again considered. It was 
reported that the City Attorney has ruled 
that the Board has no jurisdiction in this 
case and the City Council has concurred in 
this opinion in their action in not referring 
this matter to the Board of Appeals. 


It was moved by Houck, supported by 
Petroff, that the appeal be not granted be- 
cause the City Attorney has ruled that the 
Board has no jurisdiction. 


Motion carried. 


The meeting adjourned at 8:15 P.M. 


VICTOR G. LEYRER, 
Secretary. 
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OFFICIAL PROCEEDINGS OF 


THE BOARD OF APPEALS | 
OF THE CITY OF LANSING 





Proceedings, March 10, 1960 





The meeting was called to order by the 
Vice Chairman, William FE. Rasmusson, 
March 10, 1960, at 7:30 P.M. 


ROLL CALL 


Present: Messrs. Boucher, Goldstein, Mrs. 
Houck, Mutz, Obrecht, Petroff, Rasmusson 
(7). 


Absent: Mr. Kelley (1). 


The minutes of the regular meeting of 
February 11, 1960, were approved. 


An appeal by Edson Johnson to convert 
an open front porch into an enclosed porch 
extending beyond established set-back line 
but no further than present open front 
porch, ordinance not permitting building 
beyond established set-back line at 4321 
Wildwood Avenue, was considered. 


The petitioner was present, there were 
no objections. 


It was moved by Goldstein, supported by 
Mutz, that the appeal be granted, provid- 
ing adequate footing, as determined by the 
Building Commissioner, is provided, under 
(6), Section 36-12 of the Lansing Zoning 
Ordinance, to relieve a practical difficulty 
as it will not adversely affect the adjoining 
property. 


Motion carried. 


An appeal by James Roberts to convert 
an open front porch into an enclosed porch 
extending beyond established set-back line 
but no further than present open front 
porch, ordinance not permitting building 
beyond established set-back line at 816 Edi- 
son, was considered. 


The petitioner was present. 


Burton Brown, 822 Edison, appeared be- 
fore the Board to oppose the petition on 
the basis that the house at 816 Edison is 
already 2 feet closer to the property line 
than the other houses and an additional 
8 foot enclosure would bring the structure 
to 10 feet closer to the property line than 
the adjoining homes. This would cut off 


the view and this would, he believes, effect 
the resale value of his property. 


It was moved by Boucher, supported by 
Mutz, that the appeal be denied because of 
neighborhood objection. 


Motion carried. 


An appeal by Story Oldsmobile, Inc., to 
erect a new automobile sales and service 
building to north lot line, ordinance re- 
quiring a 25 foot rear yard at 3165 East 
Michigan Avenue, was considered. 


Mr. Victor Anderson, attorney, repre- 
sented the petitioner and submitted a model 
of the building they would like to build. 
It was explained that the property to the 
north is an isolated piece of ‘“‘A’’ One Fam- 
ily Residential property and would un- 
doubtedly in the near future be commer- 
cially zoned. 


There were no objections. 


It was moved by Petroff, supported by 
Houck, that the appeal be granted under 
(6), Section 36-12 of the Lansing Zoning 
Ordinance, to relieve a practical difficulty 
due to present inconsistency of the zoning 
of the adjoining property. 


Motion carried. 


An appeal by Louis Eppelheimer to con- 
vert an open front porch into an enclosed 
porch extending beyond established set- 
back line but no further than present open 
front porch, ordinance not permitting 
building beyond established set-back line 
at 1730 Stirling Avenue, was considered. 


It was moved by Houck, supported by 
Obrecht, that the appeal be granted, pro- 
viding adequate footing, as determined by 
the Building Commissioner, is provided, 
under (6), Section 36-12 of the Lansing 
Zoning Ordinance, to relieve a practical 
difficulty as it will not adversely affect the 
adjoining property. 


The petitioner was present, there were 
no objections. 


Motion carried. 
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An appeal by Edward Zdybel to erect an 
addition to house consisting of attached 
garage and dining room, reducing side yard 
from 5 foot to 8 foot, ordinance requiring 
a 56 foot side yard in “A” One \Family 
Residence District at 625 Willard Street, 
was considered. 


The petitioner was present. 


Mr. Vito Presacano, 621 Willard Street, 
objected on the grounds that the addition 
to the rear would obstruct the back yard. 
It was pointed out that an unattached ga- 
rage could be placed 6 foot from the house 
and 8 foot from the side line. 


MARCH 21, 1960 


It was moved by Obrecht, supported by 
Boucher, that the appeal be granted under 
(6), Section 36-12 of the Lansing Zoning 
Ordinance, to relieve a practical difficulty 


. by providing adequate dining space in the 


house. 


Motion carried. 


The meeting adjourned at 8:30 P.M. 


VICTOR G, LEYRER, 
Secretary. 


A collaborative digitization project of the City of Lansing and Forest Parke Library and Archives - Capital Area District Libraries 


41 


OFFICIAL PROCEEDINGS OF 


THE BOARD OF APPEALS 
OF THE CITY OF LANSING 





Proceedings, April 14, 1960 





April 14, 1960 
City Hall 
Lansing, Michigan 


The meeting was called to order by the 
Chairman, C. Bruce Kelley, April 14, 1960, 
at 7:30 P.M. 


ROLL CALL 


Present—Messrs. Boucher, Goldstein, 
Mrs. Houck, Kelley, Mutz, Obrecht, Petroff, 
Rasmusson—8, 


Absent—None. 


The minutes of the regular meeting of 
March 10, 1960, were approved. 


An appeal by Harold Johnson to convert 
an open front porch into an enclosed porch 
extending beyond established set-back line 
but no further than present open front 
porch, ordinance not permitting building 
beyond established set-back line at 216 West 
Gier Street, was considered. The petitioner 
was not present, there were no objections. 


It was moved by Obrecht, supported by 
Rasmusson, that the appeal be granted, 
providing adequate footing, as determined 
by the Building Commissioner, is provided, 
under (6), Section 36-12 of the Lansing 
Zoning Ordinance, to relieve a_ practical 
difficulty as it will not adversely affect the 
adjoining property. 


Motion carried. 


An appeal by Raymond Brethauer to 
erect an addition to front of house reducing 
front yard area from 21/10” to 184”, ordi- 
nance requiring 20’ front yard area in ‘“B” 
One Family Residence District at 1225 
Gordon Street, was considered. The peti- 
tioner was present and explained his plans 
and sketches. There were no objections. 


It was moved by Houck, supported by 
Boucher, that the appeal be granted under 
(6), Section 36-12 of the Lansing Zoning 


Ordinance, to relieve a practical difficulty 
as it will not adversely affect the adjoining 
property, and to provide adequate room. 


Motion carried. 


An appeal by Mr. and Mrs. George Shutts 
to move Commercial zoning classification 
line to the east property line, property 
divided by zone line between “C’ Two 
Family Residence District and ‘‘F’? Com- 
mercial District at 214-216 West Grand 
River Avenue, was considered. Mrs. Elaine 
Straube of the Edward Hacker Company 
represented the petitioner and stated that 
they have no buyer at the present time, 
also that the property has a private drive 
and three car garage. She stated that it 
would be more practical to sell this prop- 
erty as entirely commercially zoned prop- 
erty. 


It was moved by Petroff, supported by 
Mutz, that the appeal be granted under 
(2), Section 36-12 of the Lansing Zoning 
Ordinance. It was then moved by Gold- 
stein, supported by Boucher, that the ap- 
peal be tabled for further study of the 
area. 


Motion carried. 


An appeal by Story Oldsmobile, Ineor- 
porated to erect a new building 6 ft. be- 
yond established set-back line at 3165 East 
Michigan Avenue, ordinance requiring a 
20 ft. set-back at that address, was con- 
sidered. Mr. Charles Hallier of Story 
Oldsmobile, Incorporated, Robert Smith, 
Architect, Victor Anderson, Attorney, rep- 
resented the petitioner and presented a 
model of the proposed building which they 
explained in detail. They pointed out that 
Morgan Lane is a private drive and may 
be closed along their property line, thus 
cutting off access. They also pointed out 
that if this appeal is granted, their build- 
ing will be approximately 12 feet further 
back than existing buildings in the blocks 
to the east and west. They further pointed 
out that if Morgan Lane is closed off it 
will be necessary to provide a turn-around 
back of their building or close a number 
of parking spaces. It was suggested that 
the building could be moved to the west to 
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provide an access to the street from the 
rear of the building. There were no objec- 
tions. , 


It was moved by Obrecht, supported by 
Mutz, that the appeal be not granted be- 
cause a hardship was not shown. 


Motion carried. 


An appeal by Clare W. Vogel to erect an. 


addition to rear of house reducing rear 
yard to 16 feet, ordinance requiring 30 ft. 
rear yard at 1728 Tecumseh, was consid- 
ered. The petitioner was present and point- 
ed out that he would like to convert the 
present garage, with a 5’ addition, to a 
family room. He also pointed out the odd 
shape of the large lot. Mr. Michael Cooney, 
3123 N. Grand River Avenue, stated that 
his back yard joins the above mentioned 


APRIL 25, 1960 


property and that he has no objection and 
feels that it will be an improvement to the 
property. There were no objections. 


It was moved by Mutz, supported by 
Houck, that the appeal be granted, pro- 
viding adequate footing as determined by 
the Building Commissioner is provided, 
under (6), Section 36-12 of the Lansing 
Zoning Ordinance, to relieve a practical 
difficulty due to the irregular shape of the 
lot as it will not adversely affect the ad- 
joining properties. 


Motion carried. 


The meeting adjourned at 9:00 P.M. 


VICTOR G. LEYRER, 
Secretary. 


A collaborative digitization project of the City of Lansing and Forest Parke Library and Archives - Capital Area District Libraries 


149 


OFFICIAL PROCEEDINGS OF 


THE BOARD OF APPEALS 
OF THE CITY OF LANSING 





Proceedings, May 12, 1960 





May 12, 1960 
City Hall 
Lansing, Michigan 


The meeting was called to order by the 
Chairman, C. Bruce Kelley, May 12, 1960, 
at: 7230 P.M. 


ROLL CALL 


Present—Messrs. Goldstein, Mrs. Houck, 
Kelley, Mutz, Obrecht, Rasmusson—6. 


Absent—Messrs. Boucher, Petroff—2. 


The minutes of the regular meeting of 
Apri] 14, 1960, were approved. 


An appeal by Eleanor Hoover to convert 
an open front porch into an_ enclosed 
porch extending beyond established set- 
back line but no further than present 
open front porch, ordinance not permitting 
building beyond established set-back line 
at 1006 West Kalamazoo Street, was con- 
sidered. The petitioner was present, there 
were no objections. 


It was moved by Goldstein, supported 
by Obrecht, that the appeal be granted, 
providing adequate footing, as determined 
by the Building Commissioner, is provided, 
under (6), Section 36-12 of the Lansing 
Zoning Ordinance, to relieve a practical 
difficulty as it will not adversely affect the 
adjoining properties. 


Adopted by a 6 yea and 0 nay vote. 


An appeal by Orlo Adams to erect a 
vestibule to front of house reducing front 
yard by 6 feet, ordinance not permitting 
building beyond established set-back line at 
621 East Greenlawn Avenue, was consid- 
ered. The petitioner was present. Mr. 
and Mrs. H. B. Rose, 617 East Greenlawn, 
showed pictures taken from their property 
showing that the addition would shut off 
their view and in their opinion shut out 
light. They also stated that they believe 
that this would lower their property 
values. Simon Nama, 627 E. Greenlawn, 
stated that he believes the 25 foot set-back 
now established should be kept uniform 
and that the ordinance should be enforced. 
William Czick, 633 East Greenlawn, also 


stated that he believes the line should be 
kept uniform and that any reduction will 
cause a drop in the property evaluations. 


It was moved by Mutz, supported by 
Houck, that the appeal be tabled for front 
elevations plans. 


Motion carried. 


An appeal by Donald Burke to convert 
an open front porch into an_ enclosed 
porch extending beyond established set- 
back line but no further than present open 
front porch, ordinance not permitting 
building beyond established set-back line 
at 125 E. Dwight Street, was considered. 
The petitioner was present, there were no 
objections. 


It was moved by Goldstein, supported by 
Obrecht, that the appeal be granted, pro- 
viding adequate footing, as determined by 
the Building Commissioner, is provided, 
under (6), Section 36-12 of the Lansing 
Zoning Ordinance, to relieve a_ practical 
difficulty as it will not adversely affect the 
adjoining properties. 


Adopted by a 6 yea and 0 nay vote. 


An appeal by Loren Colton to erect an 
addition to front of house reducing front 
yard 4’6’”, but no further than present 
open front porch, ordinance not permitting 
building beyond established set-back line at 
820 W. Lapeer Street, was considered. 
Robert J. Taylor, builder, represented the 
petitioner. There were no objections. 


It was moved by Mutz, supported by 
Goldstein, that the appeal be granted pro- 
viding adequate footing as determined by 
the Building Commissioner, is provided, 
under (6), Section 36-12 of the Lansing 
Zoning Ordinance, to relieve a practical 
difficulty and provide an adequate size 
living room. 


Adopted by a 6 yea and 0 nay vote. 


An appeal by Luther P. Christman to 
erect a vestibule to front of house reducing 
front yard area, ordinance not permitting 
building beyond established set-back line 
at 1415 Prospect Street, was considered. 
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Harry Sparling represented the petitioner. 
There were no objections. 


It was moved by Houck, supported by 
Rasmusson, that the appeal be tabled for 
front elevation drawings. 


Motion carried. 


An appeal by Arthur Carr to erect a 
new home reducing rear yard from 30 feet 
to 23 feet 8 inches, ordinance requiring 
80 foot rear yard in ‘A’? One Family 
Residence District at the N.E. corner of 
Rossiter and Woodview, was considered. 
The petitioner was present and Charles 
Snyder, 2805 Woodview, appeared but had 
no objection after reviewing the building 
plans. There were no other objections. 


‘It was moved by Rasmusson, supported 
by Mutz, that the appeal be granted under 
(6), Section 36-12 of the Lansing Zoning 


Ordinance, to relieve a practical difficulty. 


due to lot size. 


Adopted by a 6 yea and 0 nay vote. 


~An appeal by Heatherwood Farms to 
erect a new cooler addition, ordinance not 
permitting expansion of non-conforming 
use building at 2701 East Michigan Ave- 
nue, was considered. Dale Weber repre- 
sented the petitioner, and presented plans. 
There were no objections. 


It was moved by Mutz, supported by 
Houck, that the appeal be granted under 
(7), Section 36-12 of the Lansing Zoning 
Ordinance to relieve a practical difficulty, 
and permit continuance of use of the 
property. 


Adopted by a 6 yea and 0 nay vote. 


An appeal by Alphonse Rausch to con- 
vert an open front porch into an enclosed 
porch extending beyond established set- 
back line but no further than present open 
front porch, ordinance not permitting 
building beyond established set-back line 
at 134 Garden Street, was considered. 


It was moved by Goldstein, supported by 
Obrecht, that the appeal be granted, pro- 
viding adequate footing, as determined by 
the Building Commissioner, is provided, 
under (6), Section 36-12 of the Lansing 
Zoning Ordinance, to relieve a practical 
difficulty as it will not adversely affect 
the adjoining properties. The petitioner 
was present, there were no objections. 


Adopted by a 6 yea and 0 nay vote, 


An appeal by Jimmy Yonchewski to 
convert an open front porch into an 
enclosed porch extending beyond estab- 
lished set-back line but no further than 
present open front porch, ordinance not 
permitting building beyond established set- 
back line at 1827 Fletcher Street, was 
considered. The petitioner was present, 
there were no objections. 


MAY 23, 1960 


It was moved by Goldstein, supported by 
Obrecht, that the appeal be granted, pro- 
viding adequate footing, as determined by 
the Building Commissioner, is provided, 
under (6), Section 36-12 of the Lansing 
Zoning Ordinance, to relieve a practical] 
difficulty as it will not adversely affect the 
adjoining properties. 


Adopted by a 6 yea and 0 nay vote. 


The tabled appeal by Mr. & Mrs. Geo. 
Shutts to move Commercia] zoning classi- 
fication line to the east property line, 
property divided by zone line between 
“C”’ Two Family Residence District and 
“Fk? Commercial District at 214-216 West 
end River Avenue, was again consid- 
ered. 


After considerable discussion of the 
property uses in the area, it was moved 
by Obrecht, supported by Goldstein, that 
the appeal be not granted because no 
hardship was shown. 


Adopted by a 6 yea and 0 nay vote. 


A letter from Victor C. Anderson re- 
questing reconsideration of the appeal by 
Story Oldsmobile Inc. to erect a new 
building 6 feet beyond established set-back 
line, ordinance requiring 20 ft. set-back 
at 3165 East Michigan Avenue, which was 
sented at the April 14, 1960, meeting was 
read. 


It was moved by Goldstein, supported 
by Obrecht, that this matter be recon- 
sidered. 


Adopted by a 5 yea and 1 nay vote. 


Story Oldsmobile Inc. was represented 


by Victor C. Anderson, Architect Robert 
Smith and Mr. Karl Story, they again 
showed plans of the proposed building site 
pointing out that additional area to the 
rear of the office building is needed and 
increased width of walk from 4 feet to 
6 feet for greater safety, also that power 
poles will have to be placed in the rear 
of the office building further restricting 
the parking area and pointing out that 
moving the building to the West would 
still leave these problems. 


After considerable discussion, it was 
moved by Goldstein, supported by Ras- 
musson, that the action of April 14, 1960, 
regarding the appeal by Story Oldsmo- 
bile Inc., be rescinded. 


Adopted by a 5 yea and 1 nay vote. 


After further discussion, it was moved 
by Houck, supported by Obrecht, that the 
matter be tabled to the June 9, 1960, 
meeting. 


Motion carried. 


The meeting adjourned at 10:30 P.M. 


VICTOR G. LEYRER, 
Secretary. 
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THE BOARD OF APPEALS 
OF THE CITY OF LANSING 





Proceedings, June 9, 1960 





The meeting was called to order by the 
Chairman, C. Bruce Kelley, June 9, 1960, 
at 7:30 P.M. 


ROLL CALL 


Present: Messrs. Goldstein, Kelley, Mutz, 
Obrecht, Petroff, Rasmusson—6. 


Absent: Mrs. Houck—1. 


The minutes of the regular meeting of 
May 12, 1960, were approved. 


An appeal by John Noeker to convert an 
open front porch into an enclosed porch 
extending beyond established set-back line 
but no further than present open front 
porch, ordinance not permitting building 
beyond established set-back line at 2226 
Strathmore, was considered. The petitioner 
was not present, there were no objections. 


It was moved by Petroff, supported by 
Obrecht, that the appeal be granted, pro- 
viding adequate footing, as determined by 
the Building Commissioner, is provided, 
under (6), Section 36-12 of the Lansing 
Zoning Ordinance, to relieve a practical 
difficulty as it will not adversely affect the 
adjoining properties. 


Motion carried by a six yea and 0 nay 
vote. 


An appeal by M. J. Pierce to erect a new 
building reducing yard from 20 feet to 
three feet from Lincoln Avenue property 
line, ordinance requiring 20 foot set-back 
at 2501-03 S. Cedar Street, was considered. 
Mr. Archie Fraser represented the peti- 
tioner and pointed out that the proposed 
building would have a greater set-back 
than other buildings in this block and that 
in his opinion a practical difficulty exists. 
He also pointed to the position of the build- 
ings in the adjoining block and stated that 
the proposed building would provide great- 
er safety in cross corner vision due to its 
set-back from Cedar Street. Attorney Sinas 
presented a petition of protest to the grant- 
ing of this appeal and stated that in his 
opinion this appeal could not be granted 
since no hardship has been shown, quoting 
the appropriate section in the Zoning Ordi- 


nance. He also pointed out that existing 
buildings which have been built to the 
property line cut off the view of neighbor- 
ing residential properties, and that this 
building if built to the property line would 
also cut off the neighbor’s view. He stated 
that he believes that the burden of proof 
to show a hardship is on the petitioner and 
that it should be unnecessary for the prop- 
erty owners in the area to protest the 
granting of the appeal. John Shanker, 
owner of commercial property in the adja- 
cent block, stated that he has no objec- 
tions. 


It was moved by Petroff, supported by 
Mutz, that the appeal be not granted be- 
cause no hardship has been shown. 


Motion carried by a 5 yea and 1 nay 
vote. 


An appeal by Howard M. Sutton to con- 
vert an open front porch into an enclosed 
porch extending beyond established set- 
back line but no further than present 
open front porch, ordinance not permitting 
building beyond established set-back line 
at 1717 South Cedar Street, was considered. 
The petitioner was present, there were no 
objections. 


It was moved by Petroff, supported by 
Obrecht, that the appeal be granted, pro- 
viding adequate footing, as determined 
by the Building Commissioner is provided, 
under (6), Section 36-12 of the Lansing 
Zoning Ordinance, to relieve a practical 
difficulty as it will not adversely affect the 
adjoining properties. 


Motion carried by a 6 yea and 0 nay 
vote. 


An appeal by Beatrice Metz to permit 
the employment of one Beauty Operator 
for one year only in connection with home 
occupation, Board of Cosmetology requiring 
a new operator to work with an experienced 
operator for a period of one year at 1415 
Hillcrest Street, was considered. Mrs. Metz 
appeared before the Board and stated that 
the State Law requires that she -employ 
a licensed beauty operator for a few months 
until she has gained enough experience to 
carry on alone. 


es 


A collaborative digitization project of the City of Lansing and Forest Parke Library and Archives - Capital Area District Libraries 





JUNE 27, 1960 


It was moved by Mutz, supported by Pet- 
roff, that the appeal be granted under (7), 
Section 36-12 of the Lansing Zoning Ordi- 
nance to relieve a practical difficulty. 


Motion carried by a 6 yea and 0 nay 
vote. 


An appeal by James J. Filion to convert 
an open front porch into an enclosed porch 
extending beyond established set-back line 
but no further than present open front 
porch, ordinance not permitting building 
beyond established set-back line at 1124 
W. Mt. Hope Avenue, was considered. The 
petitioner was present, there were no ob- 
jections. 


It was moved by Petroff, supported by 
Obrecht, that the appeal be granted, pro- 
viding adequate footing, as determined by 
the Building Commissioner, is provided, 
under (6), Section 36-12 of the Lansing 
Zoning Ordinance, to relieve a practical 
difficulty as it will not adversely affect the 
adjoining properties. 


Motion carried by a 6 yea and 0 nay vote. 


An appeal by Pure Oil Company to erect 
a combination office and warehouse build- 
ing, ordinance not permitting Heavy In- 
dustrial use in Light Industrial District in 
the 1300 block of East Cavanaugh Road, 
was considered. 


Mr. K. M. Levenick from the Pure Oil 
Company appeared and stated that the 
warehouse building would be used to store 
tires, batteries and oil in small containers 
and anti-freeze. 


The Building Permit has been refused 
since the principle use of the property is 
now non-conforming. Harry Hill, owner 
of property immediately South of the Pure 
Oil Company property, expressed his con- 
cern over adequate access through the Pure 
Oil Company to his industrially 
zoned property. Charles Swinehart, 4409 
Devonshire, complained of the unsightli- 
ness of the present Pure Oil Company prop- 
erty and was concerned that further devel- 
opment would be more detrimental to the 
residential values of the adjoining proper- 
ties. He objected to a roadway running 
along the west edge of the Pure Oil Com- 
pany property. 


It was pointed out that access is neces- 
sary for the developing industrial area to 
the South, which area has been zoned in- 
dustrially for some time. 


It was suggested that an additional buffer 
area might be created along the West edge 
of the Pure Oil Company property with 
proper screening. Richard Duncan, 4401 
Devonshire; Thomas Hunter, 1206 Cava- 
naugh Road; Joseph Small, 4319 Devon- 
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shire; Gordon Thomas, 4415 Devonshire; 
and Hubert Tuttle, 4421 Devonshire; stated 
the same objections. 


After considerable discussion it was 
moved by Obrecht, supported by Petroff, 
that the appeal be granted, provided 60 ft. 
on the West side is reserved for right-of- 
way, the West 15 ft, thereof to be used as 
a buffer strip and to be planted with a 
dense spruce or pine hedge 5 ft. in height 
minimum, proposed building to set back a 
minimum of 100 ft. from Cavanaugh Road, 
under (7) Section 386-12 of the Lansing 
Zoning Ordinance to alleviate a practical 
difficulty due to established non-conforming 
use on the property and the surrounding 
property will be properly protected. 


Motion carried by a 6 yea and 0 nay vote. 


An appeal by Don Hamilton to convert 
an open front porch into a vestibule en- 
trance and enclosed front porch, ordinance 
not permitting building beyond established 
set-back line at 408 Clifford Street, was 
considered. The petitioner was present and 
there were no objections. 


It was moved by Rasmusson, supported 
by Goldstein, that the appeal be granted, 
providing adequate footing, as determined 
by the Building Commissioner, is provided, 
under (6), Section 86-12 of the Lansing 
Zoning Ordinance, to relieve a practical 
difficulty as it will not adversely affect the 
adjoining properties. 


Motion carried by a 6 yea and 0 nay 
vote. 


An appeal by Leslie Calhoun to convert 
an open front porch into an enclosed front 
porch extending beyond established set- 
back line but no further than present open 
front porch, ordinance not permitting 
building beyond established set-back line at 
1530 Lansing Avenue, was considered. The 
petitioner was present, there were no ob- 
jections. 


It was moved by Rasmusson, supported 
by Goldstein, that the appeal be granted, 
providing adequate footing, as determined 
by the Building Commissioner, is provided, 
under (6), Section 386-12 of the Lansing 
Zoning Ordinance, to relieve a practical 
difficulty as it will not adversely affect the 
adjoining properties. 


Motion carried by a 6 yea and 0 nay 
vote. 


The tabled appeal by Orlo Adams to erect 
a vestibule to front of house reducing front 
yard by 6 feet, ordinance not permitting 
building beyond established set-back line 
at 621 East Greenlawn Avenue, was again 
considered. 
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It was moved by Mutz, supported by 
Goldstein, that the appeal be denied be- 
cause of neighborhood objection. 


Motion carried by a 5 yea and 1 nay 
vote. 


The tabled appeal by Luther P. Christ- 
man to erect a vestibule to front of house 
reducing front yard, ordinance not permit- 
ting building beyond established set-back 
one at 1415 Prospect Street, was consid- 
ered. 


It was moved by Obrecht, supported by 
Mutz, that the appeal be granted, providing 
adequate footing, as determined by the 
Building Commissioner, is provided under 
(6), Section 36-12 of the Lansing Zoning 
Ordinance, to relieve a practical difficulty 
as it will not adversely affect the adjoining 
properties. 


JUNE 27, 1960 


Motion carried by a 6 yea and 0 nay 
vote. 


The tabled appeal by Story Oldsmobile, 
Ine., to erect a new building 6 feet beyond 
established set-back line, ordinance requir- 
ing 20 feet set-back at 3165 E. Michigan, 
was again considered. 


It was moved by Petroff, supported by 
Obrecht, that the appeal be denied because 
of no further interest by the petitioner. 


Motion carried by a 6 yea and 0 nay 
vote. 


The meeting adjourned at 10:40 P.M. 


VICTOR G. LEYRER, 
Secretary. 





OFFICIAL PROCEEDINGS OF 


BOARD OF ELECTRICAL EXAMINERS 
OF THE CITY OF LANSING 





Proceedings, June 21, 1960 





Members present—Chairman Richards, 
Carl Moore and Keith Norris and Inspec- 
tors Donald E. Deal and Ray Dwyer. 


Meeting called to order by Chairman 
Richards at 7:30 P.M. 


Forest A. Fullerton appeared to request 
examination for class “J’? License. Request 
granted and examination started in another 
room, Dwyer Supervisor. 


Earl A. Medler appeared to request clas- 
sification change from “MJ” to Class II 
Contractor. The change to a class II Con- 
tractor was approved by the Board. 


Report, to Board, about contractor Mc- 
Bride. Board considers this situation in 
violation and requests Secretary to write a 
letter to McBride Electric stating condi- 
tions of City Electrical Code. 


Discussions of Inspectors convention and 
some of the problems that will be brought 
up at the conference. 

Motion to adjourn at 9:00 P.M. passed. 

Respectfully submitted, 


DONALD E. DEAL, 
Secretary. 


Examination completed and material 
filed. 
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OFFICIAL PROCEEDINGS OF 


THE BOARD OF APPEALS 
OF THE CITY OF LANSING 





Proceedings, July 14, 1960 





The meeting was called to order by the 
Vice Chairman, William E. Rasmusson, 
July 14, 1960, at 7:30 P.M. 


ROLL CALL 


Present: Messrs. Goldstein, Houck, Mutz, 
Obrecht, Petroff, Rasmusson (6). 


Absent: Kelley (1). 


The minutes of the regular meeting of 
June 9, 1960 were approved. 


It was moved by Obrecht, supported by 
Goldstein, that William E. Rasmusson be 
elected as Chairman for the term of one 
year. 


Motion carried. 


It was moved by Houck, supported by 
Mutz, that John A. Petroff be elected as 
Vice Chairman for the term of one year. 


Motion carried. 


It was moved by Goldstein, supported by 
Petroff, that Victor G. Leyrer be elected 
as secretary for the term of one year. 


Motion carried. 


An appeal by Edwin Lindemann to con- 
vert an open front porch into an enclosed 
porch extending beyond established set- 
back line but no further than present open 
front porch, ordinance not permitting build- 
ing beyond established set-back line at 1026 
East Main Street, was considered. 


The petitioner was present. There were 
no objections. 


It was moved by Obrecht, supported by 
Goldstein, that the appeal be granted, pro- 
viding adequate footing, as determined by 
the Building Commissioner, is provided, 
under (6), Section 36-12 of the Lansing 
Zoning Ordinance, to relieve a practical 


difficulty as it will not adversely affect the 
adjoining properties. 


Motion carried. 


An appeal by Lyle Clark to erect an 
addition to North property line, the ordi- 
nance requiring a 4 foot side yard, at 1730 
South Cedar Street was considered. 


The petitioner was present and explained 
his views. There were no objections. 


It was moved by Petroff, supported by 
Obrecht, that the appeal be granted under 
(6), Section 36-12 of the Lansing Zoning 
Ordinance to relieve a practical difficulty. 


Motion lost. 


An appeal by Forest Wyble to convert an 
open front porch into an enclosed porch 
extending beyond established set-back line 
but no further than present open front 
porch, ordinance not permitting building 
beyond established set-back line at 504 
Shepard Street, was considered. 


The petitioner was present. There were 
no objections. 


It was moved by Obrecht, supported by 
Goldstein, that the appeal be granted, pro- 
viding adequate footing, as determined by 
the Building Commissioner, is provided, 
under (6), Section 36-12 of the Lansing 
Zoning Ordinance, to relieve a practical 
difficulty as it will not adversely affect the 
adjoining properties. 


Motion carried. 


An appeal by Harold L. Tratt to convert 
an open front porch into an enclosed porch 
extending beyond established set-back line 
but no further than present open front 
porch, ordinance not permitting building 
beyond established set-back line at 1726 Ray 
Street, was considered. 


The petitioner was present. There were 
no objections. 


It was moved by Obrecht, supported by 
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Goldstein, that the appeal be granted, pro- 
viding adequate footing, as determined by 
the Building Commissioner, is provided, 
under (6), Section 36-12 of the Lansing 
Zoning Ordinance, to relieve a practical 
difficulty as it will not adversely affect the 
adjoining properties, 


Motion carried. 


An appeal by Lysle Shafer to erect an 
addition to rear of house reducing rear 
yard from 25 feet to 22 feet, ordinance 
requiring 25 foot rear yard area at 1213 
Princeton Avenue was considered. The 
petitioner was present. It was pointed out 
that very little rear yard is left on this 
property and the petitioner stated he will 
remove the garage to provide more yard 
space and that the addition is necessary 
to provide dining and kitchen area. There 
were no objections. 


It was moved by Goldstein, supported by 
Mutz, that the appeal be granted, provided 
the garage is removed, under (6), Section 
36-12 of the Lansing Zoning Ordinance, to 
relieve a practical difficulty by providing 
adequate living space as it will not ad- 
versely affect the adjoining properties. 


Motion carried. 


An appeal by Carl Card to erect a build- 
ing to property lines on Douglas and Larch 
Streets, ordinance requiring a 20 foot set- 
back at 1939 North Larch Street, was con- 
sidered. 


The petitioner was present presenting a 
survey sheet of his property pointing out he 
had purchased this property with the un- 
derstanding that a building could be built 
to the property lines. 


It was pointed out to the petitioner that 
when this property was rezoned, a suffi- 
cient area for the building was zoned com- 
mercially to permit a 20 foot set-back. 


Mr. James Light protested the granting 
of the appeal stating that he thinks the 
building at the property lines would be a 
traffic hazard and tend to cause accidents, 
that it would be unsightly coming off the 
bridge, leaves little room for parking at 
the front and would cut off his view. 


After considerable discussion, it was 
moved by Obrecht, supported by Mutz, that 
the appeal be not granted because no hard- 
ship was shown. 


Motion carried. 


An appeal by Robert Lott to erect an 
addition to rear of house reducing rear 
yard area 12 feet, ordinance requiring 25 
foot rear yard area at 1003 Gordon Street 
was considered. 
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The petitioner was present and pointed 
out the need of more bedroom space. There 
were no objections. 


It was moved by Houck, supported by 
Petroff that the appeal be granted, under 
(6), Section 36-12 of the Lansing Zoning 
Ordinance, to relieve a practical difficulty 
by providing adequate bedroom space as it 
will not adversely affect the adjoining 
properties. 


Motion carried. 


An appeal by Solomon Robinson to con- 
vert an open front porch into an enclosed 
porch extending beyond established set-back 
line but no further than present open front 
porch, ordinance not permitting building 
beyond established set-back line at 1505 
Olds Avenue, was considered. 


The petitioner was not present. 


It was moved by Mutz, supported by 
Obrecht, that the petition be not granted 
because of no further interest’ by the 
petitioner. 


Motion carried. 


An appeal by Elvin Bondy to erect an 
addition to front of house but no further 
than present open front porch, ordinance 
not permitting building beyond established 
set-back line, at 4618 Donald Street, was 
considered. 


The petitioner was present and discussed 
with the Board the possibility of changing 
his drawings to show a different roof line. 
There were no objections. 


It was moved by Mutz, supported by 
Petroff, that the appeal be granted as per 
original drawings and providing adequate 
footing, as determined by the Building 
Commissioner, is provided, under (6) Sec- 
tion 36-12 of the Lansing Zoning Ordi- 
nance, to relieve a practical difficulty as 
it will not adversely affect the adjoining 
properties, to provide petitioner with ade- 
quate living room space. 


Motion carried. 


An appeal by Clyde E. Loop to convert 
an open front porch into an enclosed porch 
extending beyond established set-back line 
but no further than present open front 
porch, ordinance not permitting building 
beyond established set-back line at 4401 
Donald Street, was considered. 


The petitioner was present. There were 
no objections. 


It was moved by Obrecht, supported by 
Goldstein, that the appeal be granted, pro- 
viding adequate footing, as determined by 
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the Building Commissioner, is provided 
under (6) Section 386-12 of the Lansing 
Zoning Ordinance, to relieve a practical 
difficulty as it will not adversely affect the 
adjoining properties. 


Motion carried. 


An appeal by Mayme Lahti to erect an 
enclosed porch over a garage and reduce 
rear yard from 15 feet to 9 feet at 501 
West Lenawee Street, was considered. 


The petitioner was present stating that 
she is blind and needs the enclosed porch 
in connection with her upstairs apartment. 
She also pointed out that the garage is 


AUGUST 1, 1960 


already on the property in the rear yard 
area. There were no objections. 


It was moved by Goldstein, supported by 
Houck, that the petition be granted, pro- 
viding for proper foundations as prescribed 
by the Building Commissioner, under (6), 
Section 36-12 of the Lansing Zoning Ordi- 
nance to relieve a practical difficulty by 
providing additional space for this apart- 
ment, 


Motion carried. 


The meeting adjourned at 9:55 P.M. 


VICTOR G. LEYRER. 
Secretary. 


OFFICIAL PROCEEDINGS OF 


BOARD OF PUBLIC SERVICE 
OF THE CITY OF LANSING 





Proceedings, July 20, 1960 





Meeting was called to order by Chairman 
Milks at 3:30 P.M. 


Present — Messrs. Dibble, Milks, Tietz, 
Reniger, Woodmancy—5. 


Absent—Messrs. Rhead, Stabler, Walker 


Messrs. Rhead, Stabler and Walker were 
excused from the meeting. 


Minutes of the previous meeting were 
approved as printed. 


GENERAL BUSINESS 


Mr. Ralph Dibble was introduced to the 
board as a new member. 


Motion by Mr. Reniger, supported by Mr. 
Woodmancy that the vacating of the alley 
between 506 and 508 Beech Street, referred 
to this board by the City Council, be ap- 
proved and so recommended to the Council. 


Carried. 


Letter from Water Resources Board rel- 


ative to filing applications for Federal 
Assistance on Sewage Plant construction. 


Referred to the Committee on Sewers. 


Plat of Churchill Downs #2 Subdivision 
referred to this board by the City Council. 


Motion by Mr. Woodmancy, supported by 
Mr. Tietz that it be recommended to the 
City Council that the plat be approved. 


Carried. 


Referral from the City Council regard- 
ing the vacating of the 25 foot alley along 
the East line of Sonnenbergs % Acre Sub- 
division from Pierce Road North 264 feet. 


Referred to the Director of Public Serv- 
ice and the Committee on Streets. 


Condition of sidewalk over the Michigan 
Avenue Railroad bridge was discussed. 


Motion by Mr. Reniger, supported by Mr. 
Woodmancy that the Director of Public 
Service write to the railroad company in- 
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OFFICIAL PROCEEDINGS OF 


THE BOARD OF APPEALS 
OF THE CITY OF LANSING 





Proceedings, September 8, 1960 





The meeting was called to order by the 
Chairman, William E. Rasmusson, Septem- 
ber 8, 1960, at 7:30 P.M. 


ROLL CALL 


Present: Messrs, Gadaleto, Goldstein, 
Mrs. Houck, Mutz, Petroff, Rasmusson—é6. 


Absent—Messrs. Kelly and Obrecht—2. 


The minutes of the regular meeting of 
July 14, 1960, were approved. 


An appeal by Sam Clay to erect an addi- 
tion to east side of home to five feet from 
side lot line, ordinance requiring 10% 
width of lot for side yard set-back at 937 
Reo Road, was considered. 


The petitioner was present and stated 
that it would be impractical to build on 
the back of the building since this would 
necessitate going through a bedroom to the 
new addition. 


There were no objections. 


It was moved by Goldstein, supported by 
Petroff, that the appeal be granted under 
6), Section 36-12 of the Lansing Zoning 

rdinance, to relieve a practical difficulty 
and provide adequate living area. 


Motion carried. 


An appeal by Robert Elliott to convert 
an open front porch into an enclosed front 
porch extending beyond established set- 
back line but no further than present open 
front porch, ordinance not permitting 
building beyond established set-back line 
at 1107 Cooper Avenue, was considered. 


The petitioner was present. 


Gordon Stewart, 1117 Cooper Avenue, ob- 
jected to the granting of the appeal on the 
basis that it does not enhance the neighbor- 
hood or the appearance of the property and 
therefore should not be allowed. 


The petitioner filed a statement of agree- 
ment to the granting of the appeal signed 
by 13 property owners. 


It was moved by Petroff, supported by 
Mutz, that the appeal be granted under 
(6), Section 36-12 of the Lansing Zoning 
Ordinance, provided adequate footing as 
determined by the Building Commissioner is 
provided, also window to be placed in west 
wall the same size as the front window, to 
relieve a practical difficulty and provide 
adequate living space. 


Motion carried. 


An appeal by Harold Lantzer to use 
presently zoned ‘‘F’’ Commercial property 
to include repair work on automobiles, or- 
dinance not permitting repair work on 
automobiles in “F’’ Commercial District at 
1100 West Allegan Street, was considered. 


The petitioner was present. 


Carlyle Cromwell, 1133 West Allegan, ob- 
jected to the granting of the appeal be- 
cause the garage will cause many old cars 
and trucks to come to the station which 
would be hazardous to the children in the 
neighborhood and will deteriorate the prop- 
erty in the area, much which has been re- 
cently improved. 


Thomas Dudley, 1134 West Allegan, also 
objected stating that a gasoline filling sta- 
tion does not attract as many cars as a 
repair garage. 


Ollie Carter, 1130 West Allegan Street, 
stated that he prefers that the appeal not 
be granted. 


William Butler, 1115 Chelsea, stated that 
he has lived in this area since 1948, and 
believes that repair work should be per- 
mitted at this location since it is already 
done in many gas stations and particularly 
at this corner. 


Mrs. John Clark, 104 S. Logan stated 
that the business is clean, there is no noise, 
and the yard is kept clean, and would pre- 
fer the repair business. 


Walter Baumer, 1106 W. Allegan Street, 
also stated that he would prefer repair 
garage to remain instead of a service sta- 
tion and believes it is not as hazardous for 
children and is less disturbing. 


It was moved by Goldstein, supported by 
Gadaleto, that the appeal be granted under 
(7), Section 36-12 of the Lansing Zoning 
Ordinance: 
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It was then moved by Mutz, supported 
by Petroff, that the appeal be tabled for 
further investigation. 


Motion carried. 


An appeal by Ralph Haines to erect an 
addition to north side of house to 5 feet 
from property line, ordinance not permit- 
ting building beyond established set-back 
line at 4125 Ingham Street, was considered. 


The petitioner was present and explained 
the drawing of the proposed addition. 


There were no objections. 


It was moved by Houck, supported by 
Mutz, that the appeal be granted under 
(6), Section 36-12 of the Lansing Zoning 
Ordinance, to relieve a practical difficulty 
and provide needed bedroom space. 


_Motion carried. 


An appeal by Clyde Milligan to allow 
sale of merchandise in connection with 
home occupation and also to allow the use 
of equipment not ordinarily used in the 
home, ordinance not allowing sale of mer- 
chandise in connection with home occupa- 
tion at 127 Smith Avenue, was considered. 


The petitioner was present and stated 
that his son is a watchmaker who is unable 
to be employed outside of the home, and 
there would be no change in the structure 
and that two cars can park in the drive 
and parking is permitted on Coleman Ave- 
nue. He stated that his son would like to 
sell a few watches and accessories in con- 
nection with his home occupation. 


There were no objections. 


It was moved by Petroff, supported by 
Goldstein, that the appeal be granted with 
the sale of merchandise limited to watches, 
clocks, and their accessories, under (7), 
Section 36-12 of the Lansing Zoning Ordi- 
nance, to relieve a practical difficulty. 


Motion lost. 


An appeal by Paul L. Conklin to convert 
an open front porch into an enclosed porch 
extending beyond established set-back line 
but no further than present open front 
porch, ordinance not permitting building 
beyond established set-back line at 218 
East Elm Street, was considered. 


The petitioner was present and stated 
that to the best of his knowledge the pres- 
ent location has been used for a business 
for 21 years and that the enclosure will 
be used for business during Christmas and 
the summer and will be an improvement 


- 
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to the property when the property reverts 
to single family use when the business has 
been removed in about six years. 


Mrs. Robert McKenzie, 1129 Ann Street, 
East Lansing, owner of property at 222 
East Elm Street stated that the property 
had not been used for business prior to 
1941 and that she objects to the enclosure, 
to the sign in the front yard, and to bus- 
iness in this area. 


It was moved by Mutz, supported by 
Goldstein, that the appeal be not granted 
since no hardship has been shown. 


Motion carried. 


An appeal by John Bondarenko to erect 
a new home to 26 feet from the rear prop- 
erty line, ordinance requiring 30 feet rear 
yard in “A” One Family Residence Dis- 
trict at the NE corner of Wellesley and 
Hanover Drive, was considered. a § 


The petitioner was present and stated 
that the large home planned for this lot is 
in keeping with the cost of homes in this 
area and that the back of the house would 
be screened from the rear yard of the 
neighbors with landscaping or wall. 


Mrs. Attayn, 838 Edgemont Blvd., rep- 
resented Mr. Terzian of 1224 Hanover Dr. 
and expressed concern that the depth of 
the house would damage the privacy of the 
house next door. 


The Board discussed the possibility of 
a house of smaller dimensions to fit this 
property. 


It was moved by Mutz, supported by 
Goldstein, that the appeal be not granted 
since no hardship has been shown. 


Motion carried. 


An appeal by Kessler Construction Com- 
pany to erect a new home reducing front 
yard on a corner lot from 25 feet to 23 
feet, ordinance requiring 25 feet for front 
yard area at the S.E. corner Grand River 
Ave. and Riverside Court was considered. 


The Secretary reported that the peti- 
tioner has stated, by phone, that a proper 
size house would be built on this property. 

It was moved by Petroff, supported by 
Houck, that the appeal be not granted be- 
cause of no further interest. 


Motion carried. 


The meeting adjourned at 9:50 P.M. 


VICTOR G. LEYRER, 
Secretary. 
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OFFICIAL PROCEEDINGS OF. - 


THE BOARD OF APPEALS 


OF THE CITY OF LANSING 





Proceedings, October 13, 1960 





The meeting was called to order by the 
Chairman, William E. Rasmusson, October 
18, 1960, at 7:30 P.M. 


ROLL CALL 


Present: Messrs, Gadaleto, Goldstein, 
Kelley, Mutz, Obrecht, Rasmusson (6). 


Absent: Mrs. Houck, Mr. Petroff (2). 


The minutes of the regular meeting of 
September 8, 1960, were approved. 


An appeal by Alex and Valla Nemeth 
to convert an open front porch into an 
enclosed porch extending beyond estab- 
lished set-back line but no further than 
present open front porch, ordinance not 
permitting building beyond established set- 
back line at 617 Smith Avenue, was con- 
sidered. The petitioner was present, there 
were no objections. 


It was moved by Mutz, supported by 
Obrecht, that the appeal be granted under 
(6), Section 36-12 of the Lansing Zoning 
Ordinance, provided adequate footing as 
determined by the Building Commissioner 
is provided, to relieve a practical difficulty 
as it will not adversely affect the adjoining 
properties. 


Motion carried. 


An appeal by Wellington Rudd to con- 
vert an open front porch into an enclosed 
porch extending beyond established set- 
back line but no further than present open 
front porch ordinance not permitting 
building beyond established set-back line 
at 828 W. St. Joseph Street, was con- 
sidered. The petitioner was present, there 
were no objections. It was moved by 
Mutz, supported by Obrecht, that the ap- 
peal be granted under (6), Section 36-12 
of the Lansing Zoning Ordinance, pro- 
vided adequate footing as determined by 
the Building Commissioner is provided, 
to relieve a practical difficulty as it will 
pa adversely affect the adjoining prop- 
erties. 


Motion carried. 


An appeal by Clark DeHaven to erect 
an addition to rear of house reducing 
rear yard from 33 feet to 23 feet, ordi- 
nance requiring 30 foot rear yard and 
10% of average width of lot for side 
yard area at 2906 Leon Avenue, was 
considered. The petitioner was present 
and stated that the addition is necessary 
to provide a dining room. There were no 
objections. It was moved by Gadaleto, 
supported by Goldstein, that the appeal 
be granted under (6), Section 36-12 of 
the Lansing Zoning Ordinance to relieve 
a practical difficulty due to the size of 
the lot on a corner. 


Motion carried. 


An appeal by Howard Hawkins to erect 
an addition to rear of house reducing 
rear yard from 30 feet to 22 feet and to 
also build to 6 feet from side yard, ordi- 
nance requiring 30 foot rear yard and 
10% of average width of lot for side 
yard area at 2905 Leon Avenue, was 
considered. The petitioner was present, 
there were no objections. It was moved by 
Gadaleto, supported by Goldstein, that the 
appeal be granted under (6), Section 36-12 
of the Lansing Zoning Ordinance to re- 
lieve a practical difficulty due to the 
size of the lot on a corner. 


Motion carried. 


An appeal by Fred and Bill Falsetta 
to erect a building reducing a front yard 
from 20 feet to 14 feet, ordinance re- 
quiring a 20 foot set-back at the S.W. 
eorner of Goodrich and Logan, was con- 
sidered. Mr. Nico contractor, submitted 
a sketch of the building showing the 
addition. Several letters of protest were 
read. The Board discussed the question 
as to whether the front wall would be 
considered an enclosure. It was moved 
by Goldstein, supported by Gadaleto, that 
the appeal be granted under (6), Section 
36-12 of the Lansing Zoning Ordinance, 
to relieve a practical difficulty due to 
the technical application of the zoning 
ordinance. 


Motion lost. 


An appeal by Pauline Elgaard to con- 
vert an open front porch into an enclosed 
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porch extending beyond set-back line but 
no further than present open porch, 
ordinance not permitting building beyond 
established set-back line at 1112 Leslie, 
was considered. The petitioner was pres- 
ent, there were no objections. It was 
moved by Mutz, supported by Obrecht, 
that the appeal be granted under (6), 
Section 36-12 of the Lansing Zoning Ordi- 
nance, provided adequate footing as de- 
termined by the Building Commissioner is 
provided, to relieve a practical difficulty 
as it will not adversely affect the adjoin- 
ing properties. 


Motion carried. 


It was moved by Obrecht, supported by 
Kelleyfi that the tabled appeal by Harold 
Lantzer to use presently zoned ‘“F’’ Com- 
mercial property to include repair work 
on automobiles, ordinance not permitting 
repair work on automobiles in ‘F’’ Com- 
mercial District at 1100 West Allegan 
Street, be taken from the table. 


Motion carried. 


OCTOBER 31, 1960 


After discussion as to the authority of 
the Board of Appeals to act in this case, 
it was moved by Kelley, supported by 
Mutz, that the appeal be not granted 
because the Board has no authority on 
this appeal. 


Motion carried. 


A letter from the Building Commis- 
sioner to the City Council suggesting that 
the matter of a sign for the red cross in 
the 1800 Block of E. Saginaw Street be 
referred to the Board of Appeals was read. 


It was moved by Obrecht, supported by 
Kelley, that no action be taken on this mat- 
ter until an opinion has been received 
from the City Attorney. 


The meeting adjourned at 9:40 P.M. 


VICTOR G. LEYRER, 
Secretary. 
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OFFICIAL PROCEEDINGS OF 


THE BOARD OF APPEALS 
OF THE CITY OF LANSING 





Proceedings, November 10, 1960 





November 10, 1960. 
City Hall 
Lansing, Michigan. 


The meeting was called order by the 
Chairman, William E. Rasmusson, Novem- 
ber 10, 1960, at 7:30 p.m. 


ROLL CALL 


Present: Messrs. Gadaleto, Goldstein, 
Mrs. Houck, Kelley, Mutz, Obrecht, Pet- 
roff, Rasmusson (8). 


Absent: None. 


The minutes of the regular meeting of 
October 13, 1960, were approved. 


An appeal by W. B. McCardel to erect 
a vestibule entrance to front of house, 
ordinance not permitting building beyond 
established setback line at 426 W. Madison 
Street was considered. 


The petitioner was present and presented 
a sketch of the addition to the house. 


Mr. L. E. Jackson, 411 W. Madison, 
stated that he believes this addition will 
improve the looks of this property and the 
neighborhood. 


There were no objections. 


It was moved by Petroff, supported by 
Obrecht, that the appeal be granted, pro- 
viding adequate footing, as determined by 
the Building Commissioner, is provided, 
under (6), Section 36-12 of the Lansing 
Zoning Ordinance, to relieve a _ pratcical 
difficulty as it will not adversely affect the 
adjoining properties. 


Motion carried. 


An appeal by the Second Church of 
Christ Scientist to erect a new church re- 
ducing north set-back from 45 feet to 25 
feet and west set-back from 23 feet to 7 
feet, south set-back from 25 feet to 15 
feet, ordinance not permitting building be- 
yond established set-back line and also re- 
quired 25 foot rear yard at the S.E. corner 
Donora and Mt. Hope Ave., was considered. 


Mr. William Marshall and Mr. A. E. 
Howell, appeared for the church and pre- 
sented a model showing parking for 10 
cars. They also stated that they are con- 
sidering the possibility of the use of Con- 
sumers Power Company next to the rail- 
road for lease and the two lots across the 
street from the proposed church for off- 
street parking. They stated that the max- 
imum seating capacity of the church would 
be from 180 to 200. 


Paul Uptegraft, 1917 Donora St., stated 
that he was 100% opposed to the granting 
of this appeal since the building line would 
not fall in line with existing houses, and 
he believes that the building is too large 
for the lot. 


After considerable discussion regarding 
the parking problem, it was moved by 
Houck, supported by Gadaleto, that the 
appeal be not granted because of neighbor- 
hood objection, insufficient lot area and 
insufficient parking area. 


Motion carried. 


An appeal by J. C. Walters to erect an 
addition to office building reducing rear 
yard to 14 feet 3 inches, ordinance requir- 
ing 25 feet rear yard at 106 S. Pine Street, 
was considered. 


Mr. Lilla, contractor, represented Mr. 
Walters and stated that no additional park- 
ing problem will be created since no addi- 
tional staff will be added. He also stated 
that parking is now done on property at 
the rear facing Michigan Avenue. It was 
pointed out that this property is residen- 
tially zoned. 


Roy Orr, 927 Cleo Street, spoke for his 
grandfather, owner of property at 613 
Michigan, stating that the proposed addi- 
tion to the building will cut off light from 
esa rear apartment and cut down property 
value. 


Mrs. Cole, 110 S. Pine Street, objected 
because of the destruction of a fence on her 
property by people using the adjacent park- 
ing area, and stated that additional build- 
ings would crowd her property. 


Mr. Fine, 603 W. Michgian Avenue, 
stated that he believes the Ordinance should 
be upheld without variance. 
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After discussion of the parking problem 
in this area, it was moved by Mutz, sup- 
ported by Kelley, that the appael be not 
granted because of insufficient parking area 
and neighborhood objection. 


Motion carried. 


An appeal by LaVerne Curtis to erect 
“a new building to reduce east front yard 
to 5 feet, ordinance requiring 20 foot set- 
back in “D” Apartment District at the 
400 block of Beech Street, was considered. 


Mr. Frank Lud, Real Estate Broker, rep- 
resented Mr. Curtis. 


Mr. Karl Krauss, Jr., Architect, pre- 
sented a plot plan and sketch showing the 
amount of parking area which would be 
lost if the variance in yard area was not 
granted. The need for this parking area 
was discussed at some length. 


There were no objections. 


It was moved by Kelley, supported by 
Obrecht, that the appeal be granted under 
(6), Section 36-12 of the Lansing Zoning 
Ordinance, to relieve a practical difficulty 
due to the irregular shape of the property. 


‘Motion carried. 


An appeal by Ore Watson to convert an 
open front porch into an enclosed front 
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porch extending beyond the established set- 
back line but no further than the present 
open front porch, ordinance not permitting 
building beyond established set-back line 
at 11837 W. Hillsdale Avenue, was con- 
sidered. 


The petitioner was present. 
There were no objections. 


It was moved by Obrecht, supported by 
Houck, that the appeal be granted, provid- 
ing adequate footing, as determined by the 
Building Commissioner, is provided, under 
(6), Section 36-12 of the Lansing Zoning 
Ordinance, to relieve a practical difficulty 
as it will not adversely affect the adjoin- 
ing properties. 


Motion carried. 


The Secretary reported on his conversa- 
tion with the City Attorney regarding the 
sign for the Red Cross in the 1800 block 
of East Saginaw Street. 


It was moved by Obrecht and supported 
by Mutz, that the matter be again tabled. 


Motion carried. 


The meeting adjourned at 9:20 p.m. 


VICTOR G. LEYRER, . 
Secretary. 
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Proceedings, December 8, 1960 





December 8, 1960, 
City Hall 
Lansing, Michigan. 


The meeting was called to order by the 
Chairman William E. Rasmusson, Decem- 
ber 8, 1960 at 7:30 P.M. 


ROLL CALL 


Present: Messrs. Gadaleto, Goldstein, Mrs. 
rca vane Kelley, Mutz, Petroff, Rasmusson 


Absent: Mr. Obrecht (1). ‘ 


The minutes of the regular meeting of 
November 10, 1960, were approved. 


An appeal by Roy W. Clark to convert 
an open front porch into an enclosed front 
porch extending beyond the established set- 
back line but no further than the present 
open porch, ordinance not permitting build- 
ing beyond established set-back line at 1825 
Beal Avenue, was considered. 


The petitioner was present, there were 
no objections. 


It was moved by Goldstein, supported by 
Gadaleto, that the appeal be granted, pro- 
viding adequate footing, as determined by 
the Building Commissioners, is provided, 
under (6), Section 36-12 of the Lansing 
Zoning Ordinance, to relieve a practical 
difficulty as it will not adversely affect the 
adjoining properties. 


Motion carried by a 7 yea and 0 nay 
vote. 


An appeal by Lewis and Jack Shanker to 
erect a new building reducing north front 
yard from 16 feet to 6 feet and rear yard 
from 15 feet to 1 foot, ordinance not per- 
mitting building beyond established set- 
back line and 15 foot rear yard at the 
S.E. corner of S. Cedar and Tisdale Streets, 
was considered. 


The petitioner was present. Harry Fish- 
er, attorney, represented him and presented 
a plot pla and drawings. He stated that 
parking would be available in the set-back 
on §. Cedar St. or on Tisdale and Lincoln 
Streets and that none other is available. 
He estimated that this would provide park- 
ing for 7 or 8 ears and that they have 12 
employees. All trucks will be stored and 
loaded inside. He also stated that it is 
necessary to make this request to make 
proper use of the property and that the 
observing of the rear yard requirement 


would make a 15 foot by 86 foot area use- 
ae and felt that this is a practical diffi- 
culty. 


After considerable discussion, it ‘was 
moved by Goldstein, supported by Gada- 
leto, that the appeal be tabled. 


Motion lost. 


It was then moved by Mutz, supported 
by Petroff, that the appeal be not granted 
because no hardship was shown, 


Motion carried by a 6 yea and 1 nay 
vote. 


An appeal by Dr. John Benson to erect 
a new building reducing the south front 
yard from 20 feet to 4 feet, ordinance re- 
quiring 20 foot set-back in ‘‘D-1’’ Profes- 
sional Office zoning at 4904 S. Cedar Street, 
was considered. 


The petitioner was present and presented 
his plans stating that the building would 
have 4200 square feet on the first floor and 
1,800 square feet in the basement; that it 
would be occupied by three doctors and two 
dentists on the first fioor and that no 
tenants have been secured as yet for the 
basement so that he is unable to state how 
many employees would need parking spaces. 
He stated that if he were not permitted 
the reduction and set-back that he would 
lose six parking spaces which may mean 
parking on Cloverland Street. 


Roy J. Becker, 404 Syringa Drive, stated 
that this building would cut off the view, 
but that he would have no objection if 
suitable space were left between the build- 
ing and the rear property line. 


It was moved by Gadaleto, supported by 
Goldstein, that the appeal be not granted 
because no hardship was shown. ? 


Motion carried by a 7 yea and Q nay 
vote. 


The Secretary read a letter from the 
Second Chureh of Christ Scientist which 
was received and placed on file. 


The Secretary also reported that no 
further contact has been made with the 
Red Cross. 


The meeting adjourned at 9:35 P.M. 


VICTOR G. LEYRER, 
Secretary. 
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